
Jimmy was featured in the February 2002 issue of American Iron Magazine with "Bill's Long, White & Low."  
   

LONG, WHITE & LOW 
A custom from Twisted Twin  
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Jimmy Pacwa, the builder of this sleek white cruiser, has always liked his toys.  Besides motorcycles, at one time or 

another he's been into cars, speedboats, monster trucks - you name it.  Now, though, it's strictly motorcycles.  

Not long ago, Jimmy was making a living painting at a body shop - decent hours, good wages.  Things have a way of 
changing as we all know, and when the shop Jimmy worked for was bought out, he looked around, took a deep breath, 

and hit the pavement.  In his words, "The new people walked in, and I walked out. That's exactly how it happened."  

Jimmy has been painting and building custom motorcycles on the side anyway, so jumping into the customizing 
business full-time was the next logical step.  Thus was born Twisted Twin, the Michigan shop where Jimmy spends all of 
his work hours and a significant number of his leisure hours as well.  He describes Twisted Twin as "a toy shop for 
grown-ups," which probably explains why there's usually a crowd around and several Harley-Davidsons awaiting his 

services.  

Jimmy credits many, many friends for his shop's success with Brian Hulcher of American Wire Wheel (AWW) residing at 
the top of the list.  It should go without saying that there's a story here.  Established builders - Ness, Perewitz, Smith, etc. 
- never seem to hurt for exposure, but it's different for someone who is just getting started and still waiting for his star to 
rise.  Not particularly happy with that situation, Brian came up with a different kind of ad campaign - one in which 
American Wire Wheel would promote its products with custom motorcycles owned, built, and ridden by everyday people 

rather than the handful of big-timers that marketers usually seek out.  

Responding to an AWW ad asking for photos of motorcycles belonging to regular folks, Jimmy sent pics of the bike he 
was riding at the time, a customized Softail Standard, and whaddya know?  He got a call from Brian just a few days 
later.  Brian not only liked the Softail and wanted to use it in an ad, he also asked Jimmy to bring a bike or two to display 

in the AWW booth at the reborn Cincinnati trade show.  

Presto, friends and neighbors, that's all it took.  Jimmy Pacwa and Twisted Twin were off and running!  Which brings us 
to the long, low cruiser you see before you.  Any way you look at it- even squinting through one eye with the other one 
closed from 50' away - you'll see a motorcycle.  It has an engine and transmission, oil and gas tanks, wheels and 
sprockets, brakes, oil and gas lines, cables and linkages, and all the other bits and pieces that make a motorcycle what it 

is.  

Why dwell on the obvious?  To make it clear that the countless parts and mechanical details of a motorcycle form the essence of its character.  Rather than hide these intricacies, Jimmy 

chooses to accept them with open arms, thus adding interest and a depth lacking in customs shrouded with fairings, body panels, and the like.  

He started work on this bike with the idea that it would be a keeper - a platform for 
showing off his tastes and talents - and began with a Rolling Thunder Softail-style frame.  
It's not like Softail frames are hard to find - even Harley has them (that's a joke, son) - but 
Jimmy's experience with Rolling Thunder products has been positive from the get-go.  As 
he explains, "The frames and other parts are well-made, they're straight, and everything's 

exactly where it should be. They always go together real sweet."  

Understand that the last thing a professional builder needs is a product that requires 
unplanned modifications before he can use it.  you know the old saying, "Time is 

money."  Nowhere is it truer than in the professional bike builder's garage.  

After molding the frame and fitting the various components, Jimmy stripped everything 
down for final paint-prep.  With that out of the way, he fired up his spray gun and went to 



work laying down coat after shimmering coat of House of Kolor Snow-White Pearl.  

White? You mean, just plain, everyday white? Absolutely!  

After decades of waiting on the sidelines, white has come into its own as a custom color.  There are a couple of reasons for that.  First, it is understated; that fits hand-in-glove with Jimmy's 

design philosophy that more is not always better.  Equally important, white doesn't distract the eye from the carefully crafted details of a well-executed custom.  

Apparently, most customizers and custom-owners feel that white, especially in the absence of 3-D droll drops, 
flaming checkerboards, or ghoulish cemetery scenes from Night of the Living Dead, is too understated.  Jimmy 
has found the opposite to be true. "I've shown the white bike beside two others that were similar but more 

colorful.  Believe it or not, it's the white bike that gets the stares each and every time."  

Don't forget, folks, you heard it here first.  I asked Jimmy if this bike turned out as planned, and his answer 
was a solid yes, albeit with exception - it has been sold and now belongs to a friend/customer.  So much for the 

keeper that Jimmy had in mind when he started.  

Would he make any changes if he were going to build it all over again? Well, for one thing, he'd add a 
speedometer.  The bike's new owner wants one, and Jimmy thinks it's mostly a matter of luck that he never got 
a ticket while riding the bike himself.  For another, Jimmy has been putting some thought into making his own 

pipes, and the white bike would be a natural for them.   

No doubt about it, the exhaust system forms a big part of a V-Twin's overall look.  Nice though some of the 
aftermarket pipes may be - and the Samson Short Slashers look great here - no way can a production pipe 

bring out the best in each and every ground-up custom.  

Jimmy and I had been chatting for an hour, and things were starting to wind down when I threw out a casual 
question.  "Hey, Jimmy what are your favorite motorcycles of all time?"  He mulled that over for a few seconds, 
and here's what he came up with. "I'd have to say the '81 Sturgis and the '90 Fat Boy.  They were modern and 
different from anything else around.  They had unique color treatments - the Fat Boy especially, with the silver 
frame and yellow engine parts - but both of them were extremely simple and basic.  I try to give my customers 
what they want, but I like that look, and I've tried to develop it as my style.  A motorcycle should look like a 

motorcycle."  

I agree 100 percent.  Check out the photos and I think you will, too.  

  


